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news

Dear Parents and Caregivers
Prof Paul Kelly Chief Medical Officer is reaching out prior to the
end of first term to encourage and remind you all to book a
COVID-19 vaccination for your child.

Coming Events
TERM 1
Wednesday 6 April

Over 50 per cent of all children aged 5 to 11 have now received a
first dose, with many now due for a second dose (eight weeks
after the first). In particular as we approach school holidays and
the weather cools down, it is important to take steps to minimise
the impact of COVID-19. Vaccines are a safe and effective way to
protect your child, and the community.

Parent-Teacher Interviews

The Department of Health website provides a number of resources with further information about seeking COVID-19
vaccination. Attached is a Fact Sheet which you could use to
have a conversation with your child. Further resources are also
available
at:
www.health.gov.au/initiatives-andprograms/covid-19-vaccines/
who-can-get-vaccinated/children

Holy Week Liturgies

Vaccines are widely available across the country at general practices, pharmacies, state-run clinics and Aboriginal Health Services. You can find a participating clinic and make an appointment by visiting the Vaccine Clinic Finder at: https://covidvaccine.healthdirect.gov.au/booking

1.00-6.00pm

FRIDAY 8 APRIL

- Palm Sunday and the Last

Supper - 9.45-10.30am
- Good Friday &
Easter Sunday 11.00am
Easter Raffle
FINAL DAY OF TERM ONE

Thank you for your efforts to keep your child and the wider
school community safe.
Please remember over the holidays if your child has to selfisolate
still
fill
out
the
form
at
https://cewacollections.powerappsportals.com/COVID-19-Self-Reporting-Form
so that the information is passed on to the Health Department. It
also gives us the records so that we know who needs to be at
school and who is isolation once school starts in Term 2.
I hope everyone gets the chance to have a wonderful Easter during the holidays and enjoy family time together during the break.
Let’s hope Term 2 can get back to a little bit more normality.
Regards
TUESDAY 26 APRIL
TERM TWO COMMENCES

Chris Dunning
Principal
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How to speak to kids about
COVID-19 vaccines
Last updated: 21 March 202 2
The safety of the Australian population has always been the Australian Government’s highest
priority. For this reason, decisions regarding COVID-19 vaccines have been, and continue to be,
based on the expert medical advice of the Australian Technical Advisory Group on
Immunisation (ATAGI).
ATAGI recommends COVID-19 vaccination in everyone from 5 years of age.
It’s natural for your child to be curious and to have lots of questions about COVID-19
vaccinations. Here are some tips for speaking to children before and after they receive a
vaccine.

Stay up to date with the latest information and advice
It’s important to stay up to date with the latest medical advice available on Health.gov.au.
You can also discuss any concerns or questions you have about COVID-19 vaccination with
your immunisation provider and/or your GP before your child receives the vaccine.

Start a conversation and listen to your child’s response
Start a conversation with your child and invite them to share what they have heard about
COVID-19 vaccines. It’s important to listen to their responses and acknowledge any fears they
have about being vaccinated.
For example:
•
•
•

Tel l me what you know so far about the COVID-19 vaccine.
Have you ever had a vaccine before?
What did that feel like?

The chances are your child has had a vaccine before and it may not have been so bad.

Be open about the vaccine and the vaccination process
Explain honestly and in an age-appropriate way what you know about the COVID-19 vaccine.
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Remember children take emotional cues from adults, so oversharing fears may not be
constructive and may make your child feel uncomfortable.
It may help to explain to your child what they can expect on the day of the appointment.
Explain that the doctor or medical professional will ask your child some questions, that your
child will receive a needle in their arm, that they’ll feel a small prick and their arm might be a
little bit sore afterwards. Reassure your child by telling them it’s normal for their arm to be a little
bit sore, and it means the medicine is working.
If your child seems anxious about getting vaccinated, try exploring their feelings further or seek
further advice from your GP if necessary.

Answer your child’s questions
Have some kid-friendly responses ready to go for any questions your child might have. Here are
some of the key questions and answers that might help in this conversation:
What is a vaccine?
A vaccine is a medicine that helps people fight a virus if they come in contact with it.
It can stop people from getting very sick.
Why do I need to be vaccinated?
The COVID-19 vaccine is a safe way to protect you, your family, and your friends from getting
sick.
Use real examples, such as protecting the child’s grandparents, and being able to get back to
school and back to team sports if you think this will help.
How do vaccines work?
Vaccines work by teaching your body how to fight illness.
Is the vaccine safe?
Vaccines are very safe. In Australia, they have been tested thoroughly by an agency that makes
sure all medicines are safe. They would not be given to people if they were not safe.

Fear of needles
If your child is afraid of needles, effective preparation and distraction techniques are important.

It may help your child to attend a smaller, more familiar location, such as a local pharmacy or
general practice. Large scale vaccination sites may be loud and busy and increase distress.
Bring along your child’s favourite toys or books to create a positive experience and distraction.
Let your provider know in advance if your child is afraid of needles so they can set aside enough
time and make sure the process is not rushed or forced.

More information
You can visit the Department of Health website at
about the vaccine.

www.health.gov.au

for more information
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You can call the National Coronavirus and COVID-19 Vaccine Helpline on

1800 020 080 .

If you need information in a language other than English, call the Translating and Interpreting
Service on 131 450 .
If you are deaf, or have a hearing or speech impairment, you can call the National Relay Service
on 133 677 .
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Parent Teacher Interviews
If you haven’t booked an interview for Wednesday 6 April via the ‘School Interviews’ platform,
please do so by going to https://www.schoolinterviews.com.au/code/p5ed6. The bookings platform
will close on Monday 4 April at 4pm.
When you arrive at the Hall, please only enter a few minutes prior to your time slot. There will only
be limited chairs set up, socially distanced, available for waiting. Please also use the sanitiser provided and ensure you are wearing a mask.
Our interview slots are 10 minutes. A timer will sound at the conclusion of your interview. Please
ensure you finish your discussion on time to avoid the next family having to wait.
Reporting in 2022
At the beginning of this term a parent survey was sent out regarding our reporting format. From a
total of 73 families who took the survey, the results show:
1.
97% open their child’s school report
2.

68% experience no difficulties using SEQTA Engage, 32% find the platform difficult to access

3.

23% found the subject comments valuable, whereas 77% found the general comments and
grades most valuable.

4.

64% would prefer to have another parent teacher interview in Term 3 instead of having subject comments on the reports.

From these results the staff have had numerous conversations about how we can best communicate your child’s progress to you in a more meaningful and timely manner. At Francis Jordan we
want to ensure that our teachers are spending their time in ways that adds value to the teaching
and learning of your child.
Therefore, Francis Jordan is moving towards a continuous reporting model as opposed to our
previous model which only provided parents with result driven feedback twice per year. A continuous reporting model provides frequent data/result driven feedback to parents through the portfolios and assessment rubrics linked to the National Curriculum. Importantly, it also provides teachers with ongoing assessment data to create richer learning opportunities for students. Continuous
reporting through portfolios, coupled with the end of semester summary i.e. Semester Report, will
give a wholistic and well-informed picture of where your child is situated in line with the National
Curriculum.
What our continuous reporting model will look like in 2022:
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

School reports will still be issued at the end of Semester One and Semester Two. These reports will contain subject grades, subject effort, personal and social indicators, and a general
comment. Subject comments will no longer be included.
Parents teacher interviews will be made available twice a year instead of once, at the end of
Term 1 and the end of Term 3. We encourage every family to take advantage of these scheduled meetings.
Student progress files/portfolios will go home at the end of each term for parents to monitor
academic progress. Assessment rubrics will accompany work from key subject areas (please
note: we are starting this process in stages).
Seesaw will be used as an ongoing communication platform between teacher and families.

Kind regards
Gloria Ward
Assistant Principal Curriculum
STEAM Teacher

Francis Jordan Catholic School prepares students for a lifelong journey
by nurturing a passion for learning and excellence while remaining
centred on Jesus and His teaching’s..

FRANCIS JORDAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL
PLAYGROUP
0-4 year old’s

MONDAYS 8.30-10am
Where: The Pre-Kindy Room at Francis Jordan Catholic Primary School, 25 Peterborough Drive,
Currambine
Cost: $5 per session (to cover cost of materials and tea and coffee)
Things to Bring: Child’s hat, water bottle and snack (please be aware that we are an Allergy Aware
school so please no nut products)

Our Playgroup aims to:



Offer a stimulating environment for your child to play with others.

Allow children to explore, develop and build upon many skills already established.


Provide a chance to meet other families in our community.



Offer support and encouragement to parents.
Help you to develop a wonderful support network.
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FRANCIS JORDAN CATHOLIC SCHOOL
PRE-KINDY PROGRAM
Pre Kindy is an early child development, play based learning program for
children who have turned 3 years of age. The program provides children
with meaningful experiences that promote spiritual, social, emotional,
language, intellectual, creative, and physical development.
Our Pre-Kindy program places special emphasis on:
•

Formation of friendships
Children’s interests
Creative expression
Sensory experiences

Experimentation Skills (social, emotional, language, intellectual, creative, and physical)
The 2022 Pre-Kindy classes will take place on Tuesdays and Thursdays during the school term. The
sessions will run from 8.30am - 2.30pm. During the session children will have morning tea and
lunch.
FEES

$70.00 – 1 Full Day Session per week: Tues or Thurs
$100 - 2 Full Day Sessions per week: Tues and Thursday Enrol Today for 2022
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Dear Parents
In the Science Space, I am looking to build a collection of exploration provocations. The things that
make children think, wonder and be curious!
Therefore, if you have any of the following items that you no longer need and are happy to donate,
I would love to add them to our science collection:
The items can be delivered to the Science Space. If they are items that might need a label – because they are not easy identified by me, that would be greatly appreciated!
Science Exploration Items
•

Shells- any size or colour, condition

•

Rocks - interesting shapes and colours, river rocks

•

Insect specimens or curious items that make could make us wonder!

•

Bird nests and eggs shells other than chicken, feathers, pinecones, confiers

•

Gemstones, crystals, marbles, quartz, marble

•

Faux Jewellery (in any condition- as it will be separated. – wooden, beads, ‘junk jewellery’)

•

Wooden bowls, small baskets or trays, spoons, board

•

Kitchen tools, muffin trays, rolling pins

Virtual Guest Speakers:
I am also interested in compiling videos of people who might be able to “guest speakers via a recorded message” due to our current COVID climate. The short talk would be about how you use Science to help others, research and or care for humans, plants or animals. If this is a part of the role
you do- I’d love, you to reply with brief details as to your role and I can forward you an outline of
the best way to record / deliver your message for our budding scientists. These will only be used in
class and not posted on any social media or internet channels.
If you can help out in any capacity, please let me know!
With kind regards
Deanne Walker
Science Specialist K-6.
deanne.walker@cewa.edu.au
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Dear Parents of FJCS Kids!
National Science Week
National Science Week is held in August every year and this year the theme is “Glass -more than
meets the eye” – which celebrates the United Nations International Year of Glass.



To help show case our FJCS Science week I am looking for contacts and people who
may be able to pass on knowledge to our students, help me to plan some activities
or helping with talks, providing information, demonstrations, experiments, and
cooking – such as making glass biscuits, making kaleidoscopes, building solar panel
fans, assist in creating a marble run, or hot glue fibres activities.

There are three main themes but are not limited to these!
Making Glass – which may include







honey, -making it into glass, using it, tasting it
sugar, making it into glass, using it, changing it’s form.
hot glue - glass making,
spinifex resin,
glass recycling,
glass blowing,

Bending Light - which may include








mirrors, lenses,
telescopes – describe how use, or have to show students
magnifying glass,
optical fibres,
kaleidoscopes,
refraction, reflection,
stainless window.

Window to the World – which may include








technologies such as touch screens, tablets, devices, laptop screens,
solar panels,
eyeglasses,
mobile phones,
windows, window tinting, safety glass, car windshields, aeroplane glass, deep sea submersibles portholes
Optical Fibres - LED lights
Vials for transporting vaccines (COVID 19)

If you can help out in any capacity, please let me know!
With kind regards
Deanne Walker
Science Specialist K-6
deanne.walker@cewa.edu.au
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Car parking space Raffle
Due to Covid restrictions we are not sure how long we will not be able to participate in whole class/
year/school activities. Therefore, the P & F have had to think outside the box for fund raising ideas!
How would you like to have a prime parking spot for drop off and pick up

for the full term!!

Raffle tickets will be available to buy before school (8.10am) and after school (until approx 3pm) on
Mondays and Tuesdays outside the admin building, until the end of this term.
$5 per ticket (you can buy as many as you like), sorry cash only please!
The money raised will be donated to the development of the junior playground.
Thank you for your continued support your P & F committee

